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Case Analysis: Samira Kohli vs. Prabha 

Manchanda  
 

SAI HARSHITHA. K1 

 

ABSTRACT 

The interlinked essence of law and ethics is apparent in both the right and wrong actions 

of human beings. While they intersect, the capacity for ethical conduct to be followed 

differs. Accordingly, the binding agreement is a social consensus declaration on ethics. 

Informed consent is one of the issues surrounding the doctor-patient relationship in 

medicine and law. In Samira Kohli v. Prabha Manchanda Dr. & ANR 1 (2008) CPJ 56 

(SC) verdict, the Supreme Court of India discussed numerous components of the 

acceptance of approval. These conditions have also been laid down for the acceptance of 

real or legal consent. As such, an organisation ’s ability in India to simplify the consent 

process. Patient’s right is the fundamental right or essential principle between clinical 

consideration and patient. informed consent under medicine establishes in different trails 

and assumes a basic part in medication as we are entering the period of patient as a 

purchaser and specialist as a cooperative procedure. 

 

I. CITATION 
Samira Kohli v Prabha Manchanda,  

Manu/Sc/0430/2008, 2008 Air Sc 855, Air 2008 Sc 138.                      

II. FACTS 
Samira Kohli, a 44-year-old woman, met with Dr Manchanda on May 9 in the year 1995, 

whining about continuous menstrual bleeding. She was conceded and marked the assent for 

admission to emergency clinic, clinical treatment, and furthermore medical procedure. The 

assent form structure stated, "symptomatic and useful laparoscopy”. Under broad sedation, 

she was presented to a laparoscopic assessment. While Samira was oblivious and going 

through assessment, Dr Lata Rangan, assistant doctor of Ms. Manchanda emerged from the 

activity theatre and took the patient's mom's assent for a hysterectomy cause Samira Kohli 

was unconscious. Dr Manchanda eliminated the uterus (hysterectomy), ovaries, and fallopian 

tubes (oophorectomy) of the patient in the wake of acquiring her mom's assent. Samira Kohli 
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held up a request before the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission on 19 

January 1996, requesting Dr Manchanda's of Rs 25 lakh. She contended that the specialist 

was unscrupulous and that the test a medical procedure was managed without her consent, by 

which her uterus, ovaries, and fallopian tubes were separated. The pay looked for was for the 

deficiency of her regenerative organs, decreased marriage possibilities, perpetual damage to 

the body, loss of occasion to turn into a mother, just as agonizing enthusiastic injury. The 

appellant in the court was Samira Kohli and the Respondent was Dr. Manchanda addressed to 

the bench of BN Agarwal, PP Naolekar and R.V Raveendran. The Supreme Court overruled 

the request passed by the National Consumer Dispute Redressal Commission and held the 

specialist subject for negligence. The Supreme Court held that while extra medical procedure 

was good for the patient as far as saving time, enduring, torment, and costs, this was no 

ground for protection and informed consent. 

III. ISSUES 
(I) Whether informed regarding a patient is essential for surgery including expulsion of 

reproductive organs and the idea of such assent. 

(ii) When a patient counsels a clinical specialist, regardless of whether assent given for 

analytic medical procedure, can be interpreted as assent for playing out extra or further 

surgery - either as moderate therapy or as revolutionary therapy - without the particular assent 

for such extra or further a medical procedure.  

(iii) Whether there was assent by the litigant, for the stomach hysterectomy and Bilateral 

oophorectomy performed by the respondent. 

(iv) Whether the Respondent is liable of the tortious demonstration of negligence adding up 

to inadequacy in help, and subsequently obligated to pay harms to the appealing party. 

IV. RULES 
(1) The Supreme Court in this particular case referred to Article 21 enshrined in the 

constitution which forces a commitment on the State to shield the privilege to life of each 

individual. Protection of human existence is consequently of central significance comes under 

right to life. Right to health and medical care are in the ambit of article 21. Each individual 

has the right to clinical consideration as it is referenced under the major rights in the 

Constitution of India.  

(2) The supreme court also looked into issue of Medical Negligence to see if there was a 

tortious liability but didn’t take that into account due the patient wasn’t caused any harm and 
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cannot include the IPC section 377. Bolam Test holds that the law forces an obligation of 

care between a specialist and his patient, yet the norm of that care involves clinical judgment. 

(3) The apex court also referred to section 13 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872 for the 

purpose to establish the importance and consideration of informed consent in medical 

services. Informed consent in Indian Law evolved over time, in the common law there were 

no specifications related to informed consent as such.  

V. ANALYSIS 
The Judgment of the case essentially examined the significance of the assent of patient and 

the activities that can be started inside the domain of the given assent. For a case, there might 

be circumstance when a physical issue probably won't be dangerous and patient is oblivious. 

Specialist can't be relied upon to state that can't work without informed assent from a patient. 

In such cases, specialist can't trust that individual will recover cognizance or in the event that 

he is cognizant, at that point to educate him outcomes regarding the treatment where there is 

in reality exceptionally less time. On account of Samira Kohli, assent was viewed as a 

legitimate apparatus for building up help inadequacy and guided doctors to regard the real 

honesty of the patient by expressing the reasoning for judgment under threatening behaviour. 

However, the direction is given in the judgment with respect to the exposure of "sufficient 

material," the choice to apply the Bolam test used to establish medical negligence, since duty 

of care was taken by the doctor the judgement in this particular arena is inclined towards the 

doctor. Along these lines, this case examination shows that the genuine or genuine assent 

strategy was an apparatus to ensure the real nobility and actual prosperity of the patient. 

Court additionally expressed the boundaries of the quantum of data that should be given to 

the patient before he shows up at any choice. The thinking of the court is reliable with the 

thinking of UK and US courts and Indian points of reference to precedents. Court defended in 

its thinking as this choice of the court additionally affirms the standard of independence and 

government assistance state which is revered under Art. 21 of the Indian Constitution and the 

need to incorporate educated assent according to segment 13 of the Indian Contract Act. 

VI. CONCLUSION 
Clinical decisions and choices should be recognized from the worth decisions of the patients. 

Subsequently, specialists should be facilitators who help patients settle on choices by sharing 

data material to them. Patients' self-sufficiency is regarded when their decisions are given 

significance, and when underscoring the "obligation" of the doctor to reveal data. With 

respect to the Samira Kohli case rules on the information exposure standard, by offering need 
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to the execution of the expert revelation standard, the estimation of the patient's inclination 

has been dodged. In view of this case examination and the other legal disputes alluded to, we 

can't deny patients the privilege to data on financial and social grounds, as referenced on 

account of Samira Kohli, in light of the fact that the 'obligation' of revealing data should be 

unmistakable from the clinical norms/custom and practice. The doctor has a legitimate and 

moral obligation to give satisfactory data to the patient so the individual can deal with the 

data and settle on proper choices. 

***** 


